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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

It’s hard to believe the fraternal 
year has gone by.  When I 
think of all of the things we 

accomplished and participated in, 
it is quite a lot.  Every month our 
directors have been running multiple 
events that have added up to many 
hours of service, dollars raised, and 
entertaining social events.  

At our business meeting, I was 
proud to recognize some of our best 
supporting Knights who completed 
the Grand Knight’s Challenge this 
year.  These are some of the Knights 
that have supported a majority of 
our programs.  Faithful Knight 
pins were awarded to Brothers 
Jerry Coffey, Bob Haley, Mark 
Lovejoy, Rich Sarnowski, Randy 
Lee, and Bruce Czaja.  It is not 
too late to receive yours!  If you 
have completed 7 out of the 10 
categories of Church, Community, 
Council, Family, Pro-Life, Youth, 
Membership, Fundraiser, Spiritual, 
and Degrees, you are eligible to 
receive the Faithful Knight lapel 
pin.  Turn in the form at the July 
Business Meeting.

This coming month we have the 
last Mass at Bell Shoals on June 
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Time for Preparing

The Cross and the Light musical, 
which premiered at St. Stephen 
last month, was more than 
just a grand show – it was an 

opportunity to reach out and evangelize. It 
was a way to make a difference by opening 
our new church to the community.  It was 
a way to unite parishioners in stewardship, 
which was evident by the over 300 
volunteers who came in droves to be part 
of this opportunity. And front and center 
(as always with major events) were the 
Knights of Columbus, the Columbiettes 
and the Squires.

Central to an undertaking like this is the 
volunteer, who gives of time and talent in 
the name of stewardship. The St. Stephen 
Knights of Columbus are no stranger to 
volunteering and support. With so many 
volunteers in a number of roles, the Knights, 

Columbiettes and Squires were front-and-
center to helping The Cross and the Light 
be the spectacular event that it was.

Parking support is one of the ways the 
Knights have traditionally supported the 
efforts of our parish. And the musical was 
no exception. Tim Donahue spearheaded 
the scheduling of a large number of parking 
volunteers who were instrumental in 
moving hundreds of automobiles in and out 
of the parking area.

Numerous Knights, Columbiettes and 
Squires filled many roles in the production 
including ticket taking, ushering, helping 
with hospitality, and ticket sales. The strong 
presence by these councils contributed 
to a support team that far exceeded the 
expectations of the production company, 

A Spectacular Opening
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25th, the dedication of our new 
Church on June 29th, and the first 
Saturday evening Mass at Boyette on 
July 1st.  In July we have the Clergy 
Appreciation Dinner and our Officer 
Installation coming up.     

Brothers, thank you all for saying 
“yes” and helping the Council 
achieve its goals of Charity, Unity 
and Fraternity.  Thank all of you for 
assisting me this year in the leadership 
of the Council.  I especially want to 
thank the Past Grand Knights and 
Financial Secretary of the Council 
who helped immensely and didn’t let 
me forget anything important.  But it 
is the officers, directors, and willing 
members of the Council that take our 
Council from one successful year to 
the next.  

This was a year of transition for 
our parish as we prepared to move to 
the Boyette Road property.  We had 
some growing pains with using the 
new facilities and not being able to 
do things the way we used to.  Next 
year will probably be a little easier, 
but with some challenges, as we 
look to trying some new events and 
completing our move to our new 
spaces in the Family Life Center.

We had a great RJS fundraising 
year, not just in funds raised, but in 
the revitalized spirit of charity and 
volunteerism.  We had wonderful 
participation in Pro-Life and our Day 
of Reflection.  We had great turnout 
for the IncrediBull Games, and we 
had our first off-site Tootsie Roll 
Drive.  We had 13 new Knights join 
our Council and several transfers.  
It is a joy to see our new additions 
joining in the activities and operation 
of the Council.  We had a good 
advancement of Knights to the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th Degrees.  We instituted 
a formal standing Retention 
Committee, headed by DGK Bruce 
Czaja, which will increase our 
advancements, participation, and 
hopefully bring some of our Brothers 
back to good standing.
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who remarked to the leadership team that 
in all the shows they have done over the 
years, the St. Stephen effort was far and 
above any other parish effort and set a new 
standard for the show moving forward.

Ted Russell, a core team member, took on 
the responsibility of facilities coordination, 
a task that required Ted to spend countless 
hours at the church before, during, and after 
each show. Ted did a remarkable job in 
coordinating such activities as loading and 
unloading the trucks, setting up the staging 
and lighting, and numbering the hundreds 
of seats we all sat in.

Scott Huetteman was also a core team 
member, responsible for marketing of  
the show during the initial phases of the 
project. Once that was accomplished, he 
moved to data and merchandising support, 
and ticket sales support. These duties also 
required extended stays at the church 
before and after each show.

The result of all this support from 
the Knights, Columbiettes and Squires 
councils, plus other parishioners, was an 
amazing event that exceeded expectations, 
and created an experience that moved 
people in miraculous ways.

Cross and the Light Con’t. From Page 1
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A Pilgrimage to Korea

IN APRIL, Dorian and I spent Holy 
Week in South Korea visiting 
brother Knights and their families. 
Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard 

and his wife, Linda, and other KofC 
representatives accompanied us. The 
visit coincided with the Holy Week 
pastoral visit of Auxiliary Bishop  
F. Richard Spencer of the Archdiocese for 
the Military Services, U.S.A., to various 
military bases in Korea.

Our pilgrimage began as we prayed with 
Korean Catholics during Palm Sunday 
Mass at the Myeong-dong Cathedral in 
Seoul for the peaceful reunification of 
their country. We concluded by joining 
Bishop Spencer and praying with U.S. 
armed services personnel and their 
families during the Good Friday liturgy at 
the Yongsan Garrison chapel.

We returned to the 
United States on Holy 
Saturday, just hours 
before Vice President 
Pence departed to South 
Korea.

During the pilgrimage, 
we met with Cardinal 
Andrew Yeom Soo-jung, 
archbishop of Seoul, who 
had warmly welcomed 
us during our previous 
visit to the city. On this 
occasion, we discussed 
with him the challenges 
confronting the Church 
in Seoul, which is one of 
fastest-growing Catholic 
dioceses in the world, and how the Knights 
of Columbus could assist him in his 
pastoral mission. Bishop Francis Xavier 
Yu Soo-il, who is head of the Military 
Ordinariate of Korea and a Fourth Degree 
Knight, joined this meeting as well.

We also met with the Mayor of Seoul, 
Mr. Park Won-soon, who outlined his work 
to encourage greater philanthropy and 
charity throughout the city. He invited our 
local councils to be part of these efforts.

Leaders of the recently established  
St. Andrew Kim Taegon Council 16000 
and St. Paul Chong Hasang Council 
16178 gave updates on their progress, and 
we discussed their initiative to assist some 
of the thousands of children who escaped 
with their families from North Korea and 
now live in Seoul. These children confront 
extraordinary challenges as they begin a 
new life in South Korea. One indicator is 
hard to believe: A report recently stated 
that by age 7, North Korean children are 
on average 8 inches shorter and weigh 22 
pounds less than children growing up in 
South Korea. I am tremendously proud 
that some of our newest brother Knights 
are seeking ways to help these children 
build a new life.

We also traveled to the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone. As we stood just 

feet away from an active mine field and 
looked through binoculars at military 
and other installations in North Korea, 
we could better appreciate the sacrifices 
that our active military and their families 
make each day as they maintain a constant 
state of readiness. During our entire time 
in Korea, we were — like them — within 
range of North Korean artillery and 
missiles.

On Good Friday morning, we were 

especially moved during our visit to the 
Danggogae Martyrs’ Shrine in Seoul, 
at the place where nine saints and 
one blessed were martyred during the 
persecution of Catholics in 1839. Because 
three of the martyrs were mothers with 
young children, it is also known in Korea 
as the Mothers’ Shrine. St. Magdalena Son  

So-byok, for example, 
was martyred with 
the eldest of her 11 
children, St. Barbara 
Choe Yong-i. It is also 
the place of martyrdom 
of Blessed Mary Yi 
Seong-rye, the mother 
of Father Thomas Choe 
Yang-eop, for whom 
our latest council in 
Korea, Council 16685 
in Wonju, is named.

I presented the 
charter to Council 
16685, as well as 
to Father Herman  
G. Felhoelter Council 
16678 at Camp Walker 

in Daegu, earlier in the week.
Pope Francis has urged Catholics to go 

out to the peripheries with the Good News 
of the Gospel and with works of charity. 
In many ways, the growth and service  
of the Knights of Columbus in Korea  
has been a response to the Holy Father’s 
call.

Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson
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Have you heard from a 
member of the Retention 
Committee?  Have you 
responded? The Knights 

of Columbus Council 14084’s Retention 
Committee continues to meet before the 
monthly business meetings, and a plan for 
energizing the council’s membership has 
been put into action.  

Our Past Grand Knight, Sir Knight 
Mark Lovejoy, has stepped up to organize 
the effort, and he and seven other Knights 
are reaching out during the month of June 
to members of the council who haven’t 
paid their dues for the past year or longer.  

Our council has three goals related to 
membership and the retention committee:

1. Get our 76 First Degree members 
who are current in their dues advanced to 
the Second Degree.

2. Get the approximately 120 
members who are in arrears in their dues 
current in fraternal year 2017-2018.

3. Drop members who have moved 
away or confirm they no longer want to be 
in the council.

The focus of these goals is to encourage 
more Knights to stay involved and help 
keep our membership growing at a healthy 
and sustainable pace.

To reach our goals we currently have two 
efforts underway.  First, our Membership 
Committee will reach out to the active 76 
First Degree current members and their 
sponsors, and get them prepared for one 
of the Second Degree Exemplifications 
scheduled for the third Saturdays in July, 
September, and November, 2017.  

The second effort, led by Sir Knights 
Mark Lovejoy, Rick Hughes, Julio 
Alvarez, Steve Haines, Ed Sleyzak, and 
Jeff Stephanz, and Knights Scott Echols 
and Chris Hobbs involves a concerted 
and personalized engagement plan to each 
of the 120 Knights who are in arrears for 
the dues.  

Each committee member will contact 

15 Knights and let them know that we 
welcome them back to participate in our 
council’s many activities, and that their 
dues make a difference.  Even if a member 
does not pay their $35 dues, the council 
still has to send about half the dues that 
would have been collected from the 
member to Supreme to support national 
and international activities.  

In the past year, Council 14084 had to 
pay approximately $2,000 to Supreme for 
members who didn’t pay their dues.  That’s 
$2,000 that could have been spent locally 
supporting our parish and our community.

So if you are a member whose life 
situation prevents you from being more 
active in the Knights, that’s fine, but you 
can contribute to your council by simply 
staying current on your dues.  Most 
importantly, the Retention Committee 
hopes to get all members more active in 
our council.  

Our council does much to support our 
parish and foster the principles of charity, 
unity, fraternity, and patriotism. We 
hope you can make yourself available to 
rekindle or make new friendships with 
other Catholic men for all the reasons that 
are important to you.

Supreme Resources
The Supreme website has a number of 

key resources plus a great article on the 
importance of retention. They stress that 
retention is as important as recruiting. We 
are asked to imagine we are trying to fill 
a bucket with water. Every drop we put in 
should increase it’s contents, but if there’s 
a leak, then we may end up losing more 
water than we gain. 

We are asked to think of membership in 
our council in the same way – every new 
Knight we add won’t help our membership 
increase and grow stronger if we lose 
existing members. 

A full resource list may be found on the 
Supreme website by clicking this link.

Retention Committee Focuses 
on Membership

Roadside Cleanup

Thank you to all the Knights and 
their families  that participated 
in the Adopt a Road Clean up 

on 06-03-17.  With teams working 
both sides of the road, the project only 
took about 2  hours to complete.  It 
was great way to exercise.  

The next cleanup will be in October, 
and Knights and their families will 
have a choice for a shorter route  or a 
longer route.  Details  available soon.

Graduate Knight

Congratulations to recent graduate 
and brother Patrick Smith (above)

http://www.kofc.org/en/members/membership/member-retention/index.html#/


Building the Domestic Church
SELF-GIVING LOVE

The form of marital and family 
love is given by God himself, 
who is love. The Christian 
family, the domestic church, 

has been entrusted with the irreplaceable 
vocation of being the first school of human 
and divine love.

Meditation
From an article by Supreme Chaplain 

Archbishop William E. Lori:
Parents have, or should have, a unique 

relationship with their children. They have 
been called by God to love their child with 
the same faithful, self-giving love 
in which the child was conceived. 
To be sure, the notion of “self-
giving love” is not an idealistic 
or naive concept dreamed up by 
theologians. 

It is demanding and sacrificial. 
Self-giving love has its source in 
the Trinity and is revealed most 
fully by Jesus on the Cross. It 
requires what Pope Francis calls 
“an exodus from self” so that we 
might focus on the needs of others, 
even when that causes disruption 
in our lives. 

Most fundamentally, teaching 
children the “art of living” involves 
lessons of faith and character. Parents 
teach children their first prayers, bring 
them to Mass on Sunday, and help them 
develop a basic sense of right and wrong 
coupled with a sense of responsibility. 

They also teach gratitude and generosity 
by helping their children learn to take care 
of their possessions; to not always expect 
to have the latest and best of everything; 
and to grow in the habit of sharing what 
they have with others. 

Moreover, parents help their children 
learn to handle life’s inevitable 
disappointments, including the invidious 
comparisons that are part of the highly 
competitive and materialistic culture 
in which we live. Such lessons are best 

learned at home, in an atmosphere of 
respect and love. 

As Pope Francis said, “Parents are 
called not only to bring children into the 
world but also to bring them to God” 
(Lumen Fidei, 43).

1. What do we learn from our 
family? Have we learned “the art of 
living”? If so, of what does this “art of 
living” consist?

2. What is self-giving love?
3. How have we learned about self-

giving love from our family?
Scripture Reading - Psalm 119:1-3, 

9-12, 33-38, 105-108

A prayer to God, the Lawgiver
Blessed those whose way is blameless,
   who walk by the law of the LORD.
Blessed those who keep his testimonies,
   who seek him with all their heart.
They do no wrong;
   they walk in his ways.
How can the young keep his way without 

fault?
   Only by observing your words.
With all my heart I seek you;
   do not let me stray from your 

commandments.
In my heart I treasure your promise,

   that I may not sin against you.
Blessed are you, O LORD;
   teach me your statutes.
LORD, teach me the way of your 

statutes;
   I shall keep them with care.
Give me understanding to keep your 

law,
   to observe it with all my heart.
Lead me in the path of your 

commandments,
   for that is my delight.
Direct my heart toward your testimonies

   and away from gain.
Avert my eyes from what is 

worthless;
   by your way give me life.
For your servant, fulfill your 

promise
   made to those who fear you.
Your word is a lamp for my feet,
   a light for my path.
I make a solemn vow
   to observe your righteous 

judgments.
I am very much afflicted, 

LORD;
   give me life in accord with 

your word.
Accept my freely offered praise;
   LORD, teach me your judgments.

Family Project
An important part of love consists in 

doing things out of love for others, even 
things that we may find unpleasant. To 
encourage these little sacrifices, research 
and make sacrifice beads (also known as 
“good deed beads”), inspired by a practice 
that St. Therese of the Child Jesus used to 
do when she was a child. Sacrifice beads 
are essentially a way of helping the family 
look for opportunities to make little 
offerings of love to God through small 
acts of self-giving service.

©  Copyright 2017 Knights of Columbus Council 14084
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

As we prepare for the new fraternal 
year, we will be ramping up all 
Pro Life activities along with 
the St. Stephen Respect Life 

Ministry. We held a planning meeting and 
wanted to share the exiting activities we 
have for this coming year.

We will kick-off activities with the Pro 
Life Rosary during the month of October. 
We will be praying a decade of the rosary at 
the beginning of all Masses in October along 
with our Pro-life slide show. Following 
on October 1st the Brandon Life Chain 
event will be held from 1:30-2:30pm at the 
shopping plaza along the intersection of 
Bloomingdale and Bells Shoals Road. From 
September 27th through November 5th, the 
40 Days for Life event takes place. We will 
pray at the Abortion Clinic on Kennedy this 
year rather than Fletcher. We are requesting 
the October 12th  - 14th as dates that  
St. Stephen Church will participate 
with back-up dates for Oct 26th - 28th. 
Additionally, we will hold the 100 Knights 
for Life event as part of the 40 Days for 
Life on Oct 14th. Last year we had 20+ plus 
Knights that participated and want to get the 
number to over 100 this year. You can make 
this happen! In November, Foundation of 
Life Gala & Silent Auction  will be held. 
The date is tentatively set for Nov 18th. 

Going into the New Year, the Pro Life 
Baby Shower will be held, and the Knights 
will help the Respect Life Ministry manning 

tables the weekends of January 13th/14th 
and January 20th/21st. The Remembrance 
Crosses are set to be planted on January 
13th. As this will be the first time at the new 
church location, we are in discussion with 
the church as to the exact location. The 
Pro Life Rally, Mary Help of Christians, 
and Spiritual Adoption, will take place in 
February/March timeframe, and normally 
our Council provides financial support for 
these two activities..  

Lastly and extremely important, is our 
Monthly Prayer Vigil held every second 
Saturday of the month. The Knights, along 
with our Respect Life Ministry, hold the 
vigil at All Women’s Abortion Center on 
Kennedy Blvd in Tampa.   We have had 
a good showing of prayer warriors during 
our monthly vigils, but need more Knights 
to attend. These vigils save lives, and you 
can make a difference. 

These are exciting events that will further 
advance the culture of life and will help to 
transform our society to one that deeply 
respects and cherishes human life from the 
moment of conception to natural death. 
Brother Knights DO make a difference!  
Come out and join us for our prayer vigils 
and the planned Respect Life.

Pro Life Events Making  
a Difference
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
John Columbia

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Chuck Lusky

Guards   
Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

In the 1800’s, Father Michael  
J. McGivney witnessed the social 
injustice experienced by his immigrant 
parishioners. He worked hard find 

a solution while performing his priestly 
duties. He had to fight to convince other 
priests and bishops that the organization we 
know of today as the Knights of Columbus 
was a solution to keep many immigrant 
families together after the loss of the main 
provider. 

During these years he also stood by a 
young man convicted of murder who was 
on death row. He supported  this individual 
in the months leading to his execution and 
walked with him to the place of execution, 
staying with him till the very end - a 
dedicated priest, an advocate for social 
justice and a Pro-lifer ! 

Fast forward to the spring of 2013.  
Fr. Bill Swengros had announced his 
departure, and the parish was abuzz about 
who would be our next pastor. Bishop 
Robert N. Lynch, now retired, knew the 
challenge ahead for the community of  
St. Stephen. His selection would have to 
be an individual with pastoral experience 
and one with good project management 
discipline. 

One candidate fit the profile. He was the 
pastor of Espiritu Sancto parish in Safety 
Harbor. Father Robert Schneider had 17 
years of parish leadership, was a member 
of the Culture of Life committee and the 
director of the Office of Ecumenical and 
Inter-Religious Affairs for the diocese. 

Always faithful to his superiors, Father 
Bob headed our way.  He began to put his 
style of management to work. With the 
help of Fr. Curtis Carro, Parochial Vicar 
and our parish staff, he reviewed all parish 
ministries and organized the community 
of St. Stephen to fit the guidelines of the 
Diocese.  

A new organizational structure was put 
in place, the design of our new church was 
finalized, funding issues addressed and the 
construction began. All of this took place 

while overseeing all parish programs, the 
parish school, performing priestly duties 
and serving as Chaplin of KofC Council 
14084.  

He initiated a Justice Ministry by engaging 
interested parish members to represent 
our parish as contributing members to the 
Hillsborough Organization of Progress and 
Equality (H.O.P.E). Not only did he engage 
parishioners, but he himself became co-
president of the organization. 

Another area of interest was the Pro-life 
Ministry. Father Bob could always be seen 
participating in public events supporting 
Right to Life initiatives such as abortion 
and the elimination of the death penalty. 

Now, just 4 years later, on June 29, 2017, 
our new church will be blessed by Bishop 
Gregory Parkes. A new pastor will take 
over on July 1st and Fr. Bob will go on to 
another assignment. 

Father Bob Schneider is a dedicated 
priest, social justice advocate and Pro-life 
supporter. Sounds to me like a modern-day 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney.

Vivat Jesus

Farewell Faithful Chaplain
By Jerry Coffey
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

On June 2, 2017, the KOC 
Columbian Squires Circle 
5209 met at the Reach Out to 
Christ, (ROC) Center on the 

St. Stephen Bell Shoals property for the 
last time.  

During this meeting the first order of 
business was to elect new officers for the 
2017-2018 Fraternal Year.  Our new Circle 
of Officers are:  

Chief Squire – James DeLuca (2nd term)
Deputy Chief Squire - Logan Alfred
Bursar – Nick Prokopowicz
Notary – Frank Ferruzzi
Marshal – James Ferruzzi
Sentry – Jax Robson
Arm Captain – Alex Crofford
Pole Captain – Christian McGrath
Congratulations to these fine young 

men!  We will also be having an Investiture 
Ceremony in the next few months!  If you 
know of any youth ages 10-16 that may be 
interested in the Squires, contact the Chief 
Counselor at edveronick@yahoo.com

The Circle also was presented with three 
awards from the recent State Convention.  
The first (above) was a Silver and Gold 
Chalice for 3rd Place Youth Activities, 
Division III.  This award includes the 
KOC Youth Committee Activities and 

their Director  Cameron Czaja for Soccer 
Challenge and Basketball Free Throw.  

The second award was a “Youth Services 
Award” plaque that also includes the KOC 
Youth Committee and Squires.  

The 3rd award is a plaque for the “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” card sales for 2016-
2017, a 1,000 Plus Achiever.  This award 
would not have been possible without the 
support of the Knights Council 14084, 
Squires Circle 5209 and the generosity of 
the St. Stephen parishioners.

Please note: beginning on July 7, the 
Squires will meet at the FLC rooms 6 &7.  

ESTO DIGNUS – “Be Worthy”  

By Chief Counselor Ed Veronick

Squires Win 3 Awards at 
State Convention

Chief Counselor Ed Veronick receives the 
Keep Christ in Christmas award (above) 
and explains the meaning of the award to 
the Squires (below)
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2017 Florida State Council Convention
By Ed Sleyzak

Last month, the 2017 Florida State 
Council Convention in Orlando 
welcomed delegates from 
all over the State of Florida. 

They converged to talk about what their 
Councils did over the past year and to hear 
the status of the Florida State Council 
leading into the last 30 days of the fiscal 
year.  

St. Stephen Council 14084 was well 
represented by Grand Knight John Berrie, 
Past Grand Knight Mark Lovejoy, PGK 
Ed Sleyzak, PR Coordinator for Diocese 
of  St. Petersburg, Patrick Roach, PGK 
and current District Deputy, as well as 
Rick Hughes PGK, FDD, FFN and the 
2016-2017 State Membership Director 
were in attendance as well. 

As the Convention continued, the award 
ceremony was interesting as the Councils 
that were given the awards were called to 
the front of the Convention. There were 
many to give out, as you can imagine, 
with over 50,000 Knights and over 300 
Councils in the Florida State Council.

Council 14084 held true to form and 
received 4 awards during this time.

For the 3rd year in a row we received 

the Altar Server of the year award for 
the Diocese of St. Petersburg. Our Altar 
Servers are the best. The program is 
headed up by S/K Julio Alvarez PGK, 
FDD, PFN. The winner of this award will 
be named late upon presentation during 
Mass.

For the Second year in a row our 
Newsletter received Honorable Mention. 
We will continue to improve the 
Newsletter as the year continues so that 
next year we can get the top award. The 
Newsletter is headed by  S/K Ed Sleyzak 
PGK and S/K Scott Huetteman.

This year we also received the Supreme 
Service Award for our Youth Activities. 
This is mainly due to our Squires Circle 
(for young men up 18yrs of age). We also 
had a great year in our Soccer Challenge 
as well as our Free Throw Competition. 
For the second year in a row we have 
been awarded a Supreme Activity award; 
in 2016 we were awarded the Pro Life 
award. This means that out Council will 
be given the opportunity to be awarded 
an International award at the Supreme 
Convention in St. Louis this coming fall. 
The Squires are led S/K Ed Veronick and 
the Youth Director Cameron Czaja.

Our Squires did a great job this past 
year with the Keep Christ in Christmas 
card sales, which move us up to the $1000 
club. 

On Saturday afternoon we also held 
elections for the upcoming fraternal year 
with all new officers for 2017-2018. 

To find out more about the Knights of 
Columbus, please visit www.kofc.org 
or you can visit our website at www.
kofc14084.org

Ed Veronick and Cameron Czaja (top) 
accept the youth awards. Julio Alvarez 
accepts the award for altar server of the 
year
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By Jeff Stephanz  

For most of us, choices determine a 
course of action which, we hope, 
can and will improve our present 
state. Choices are generally the 

result of seeking knowledge, gathering 
information, consulting others and often 
entering into periods of prayer to help 
us form sound decisions. They can, and 
most likely will, affect our lives for a 
considerable period of time, even quite 
possibly, an entire lifetime. One might say 
that a choice is dependent upon a great 
amount of trust in others and often in 
oneself.

Approximately thirteen years ago a 
choice began to develop in the mind of 
a young man. I say young at thirteen 
years, but I am certain that he began 
to experience the feelings, and the 
impressions may have been introduced to 
him, even years prior to this. This young 
man was, at that time, a sophomore in 
high school and being subjected to a 
myriad of choices. However, one was 
taking control of his heart or more aptly 
put, maybe his heart was taking control 
of him. It was causing him to choose a 
path that was not often chosen by young 
men or women of his age. 

He was beginning to dialogue with 
our Diocesan Vocations Director, and an 
occasional day was spent with other young 
men in retreat settings. These young men 
were also being led on a similar journey. 
Some would choose not to enter this 
path but go a different direction while a 
few others chose, as did this young man, 
to follow their heart. Oh, how a choice 
can present peace of mind, an incredible 
satisfaction and an overwhelming joy that 
leaps, from within!

His choice culminated in a decision 
to surrender his life to Jesus Christ. 
Ultimately, this led to the fruition of 
nine years of life as a seminarian, and 
now celebrating the first anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood. I speak, 
and very proudly so, of our youngest son, 
Reverend Jonathan Edward Stephanz, 
who was ordained as a priest of the 
Diocese of Saint Petersburg one year ago. 

My beautiful and incredibly talented 
wife Tina Marie and I  have nurtured 
four wonderful children; Karl, Elizabeth, 
Jonathan and Anna, into very successful 
young men and women who have each 
developed, promising career paths. Karl is 
in law enforcement, currently a detective 
with the Orange County Sheriff’s Office. 
Elizabeth is a clinical music therapist in a 
home for troubled children in Pennsylvania. 
Anna is in Fort Myers working as a 
child life specialist in an innovative 
pediatric hospital engaging children and 

their families facing medical/surgical 
procedures. Each has faced a multitude 
of choices as they have embarked on their 
professional journey. We all share the 
realization that Jonathan has dedicated his 
life to being a shepherd of God’s children. 
Mom and Dad, sisters and brother have 
all completely supported, encouraged 
and prayed for Jonathan throughout his 
seminarian education, as have so many 
wonderful people of our parish, other 
parish families and our community of 
friends and extended family. 

Throughout our marriage, Tina and I 
have made our church family an extension 
of our intimate family life. Through our 
example of establishing Jesus Christ as the 
head of our home, we have watched our 
children become engaged throughout the 
years in parish ministries; altar serving, 
music, youth groups and so many more. 

We never imposed any requirements on 
our kids, but we certainly encouraged 
all of them to act responsibly and make 
proper and correct choices. Because of 
our commitment of love and devotion for 
each other, Tina and I have demonstrated 
to our children that their choices can and 
will continue to determine their future.

Speaking of a commitment of love, 
allow me to return for a moment to 
reflect upon Father Jonathan’s first year 
as a priest, serving as Parochial Vicar at  
St. Paul Catholic Church in St. Petersburg. 

No greater joy can be experienced as 
a parent when he or she can witness 
their son celebrate a Eucharistic Mass, 
elevating the Host and the Chalice to be 
consecrated as the most precious body 
and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Tina and I now choose to mix 
our Mass schedule monthly between our 
home parish, St. Stephen, and St. Paul, 
permitting us the opportunity to observe 
Father Jonathan as he engages with his 
parish family. Observing his interaction 
with St. Paul’s young children and the 
teenagers is uniquely rewarding; much 
like Jesus must have felt as He called 
to the children to come closer and draw 
unto Him. 

There have been other occasions 
within this past year that have allowed me  
to realize that our Jonathan has chosen 
very wisely. One in particular, was 
witnessing Father Jonathan celebrate 
the sacrament of marriage of his brother 
Karl and his beloved wife, Elizabeth, 
affectionately called Lizzie; so yes, now 
we have two Elizabeth’s in our immediate 
family. Oh, the joys that can be realized 
from the amazing choices of those near 
and dear to us. 

It is my fervent prayer that you, 
especially if you are a parent, will provide 
guidance, direction, encouragement and 
spiritual understanding to your children or 
your loved ones, enabling them to select 
those choices that can and will empower 
them to their highest elevations in life. 
The tremendous rewards and joy you will 
share can be overwhelming and spiritually 
uplifting. 

Choices…..Oh the Joy They Can Present
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

Insurance Check-Up for 
July 2017

Where did the 2016 fraternal 
year go? It seems like it 
was just Easter yesterday 
and The Cross and the 

Light was playing at our new church. I 
hope you and your family had a great 
finish to the fraternal year. Now, we have 
a new Grand Knight with his new team of 
Officers for July.  

Hopefully, you’ve established a few 
goals for this year. I’ve learned a great tip 
regarding resolutions. First, write them 
down. It’s not too late if you haven’t 
already done this. Commit your goals to 
paper and post it someplace you will see 
it often. Writing down a goal is the first 
step towards achieving it. It may not make 
sense at first, but I’m sure you have heard 
stories of the success this simple task can 
bring. Whether your goal is to exercise 
more, give more to charity, read more or 
watch less television, you’re more likely to 
accomplish it if you write it down. 

Second, resolve to have an expert look 
at your finances. I recommend that you 
have a team of experts help you, and I 
would love to be the first you sit with. Let’s 
schedule some time to meet together, and 
I, your professional Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent, will provide an “insurance 

check-up” (at no cost!) that will evaluate 
any gaps in your family’s life insurance 
protection. Now might be the perfect time 
to fill those gaps, not later. Keep in mind 
that unlike many other products, you don’t 
just need money to obtain life insurance; 
you also need good health, and no one 
knows when your health could change. 

Did I mention my check-up is free 
of charge? When was the last time you 
received something for free that could 
provide value to you and your family for 
generations? Call me today. 

Chuck Lusky 813-728-5338 
Charles.Lusky@kofc.org 

On the last page of the June Columbia 
Magazine is an article by Ronald J. Alonzo.  
Two of his main points are the attraction 
of action, and all talents are welcome.  
Conducting good programs attracts our 
members and potential new members to 
participate.  We need our members to help 
in both the planning and operation of our 
events.  We all have different talents, and 
we can all make some small sacrifices to 
help out.  Please be bold in taking on some 
planning responsibility.  Our directors 
do a great job, but they need some help.  
Our planning meetings are open to the 
Council.  Please attend and see if you can 
help plan one event.  

Lastly, the passing of Brother Bill Smith 
affected me deeply.  Bill was a Knight 
who put forth ideas and took leadership.  
He was an example to all of us, but he also 
showed us the weakness of our mortality.  
The action of our Council to help Mary 
Jo and put together his Memorial Service 
was the Council’s signature demonstration 
of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.  We 
exemplified Father McGivney’s purpose 
for the Knights of Columbus, which  
I hope will remain in each of us.

Vivat Jesus! 

Grand Knight Con’t. From Page 2



Douglas Benner
James Bollinger
Herman Boodoo
Alec Brophy
John Columbia
Christopher Cummings
Michael Dibble
Robert Dombrowski
B Elam
Joseph Falanga
Kevin Goff
Christopher Gordon
Dennis Grymes
Steven Haines
Frank Klaeren
Jose Martinez
Steven Mc Taggart
Alexander Mendoza
Don Moody
Roger Moretuzzo
James Murray
John Santhiagu
Paul Spinler
Anton Swihura
Nicola Turco

 June Birthdays
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Memorare
Remember, O most gracious 
Virgin Mary,
that never was it known
that any one who fled to thy 
protection,
implored thy help
or sought thy intercession,
was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence,

We fly unto thee, O Virgin of 
virgins my Mother;
to thee do we come, before thee 
we stand, sinful and sorrowful;

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not our petitions,
but in thy mercy hear and answer 
them. Amen.

Winners of the Grand Knight Challenge (L to R) Jerry Coffey, Mark Lovejoy, Rich 
Sarnowski, WGK John Berrie , Bob Haley, Randy Lee and Bruce Czaja

When Christians Leave the Middle East

Militarily, ISIS is on the ropes. 
Mosul is falling, and the 
“caliphate’s” hold on Raqqa 

is tenuous. The land under their control 
has been substantially reduced, and their 
financial strength has likewise been 
severely limited.

ISIS may be wounded, and increasingly 
surrounded, but quarry is seldom more 
dangerous than when it is cornered, and 
that is certainly proving to be the case 
here as well. The terror group has shown 
considerable cunning, resilience and long-
term planning by now deploying a strategy 
to win ideologically, regardless of what 
happens on the battlefield. Central to 
that ideological win is driving what few 
Christians remain out of the Middle East.

While the genocidal “religious cleansing” 
of Christians continues in Syria, ISIS has 
now stepped up its efforts in Egypt. Having 
succeeded in decimating the Christian 
populations in Iraq and Syria, the recurrent 
attacks on Coptic Christians are clearly 
designed to do one thing: drive out one of 
the last substantial Christian communities 
in the Middle East.

The United States, the European 
Parliament, and numerous other 
governmental bodies have rightly declared 
the Islamic State’s campaign is genocide. 
That was a good first step in terms of 
defining the problem.

Click Here to read the entire article

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2017/05/31/isis_wins_when_christians_leave_the_middle_east_134047.html
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June 17 First Degree, St. Stephen School
June 29 Dedication of the new Church
July 15 Second Degree, St. Stephen School
 Clergy Appreciation Dinner
July 21 Officer Installation, FLC
August 12 Fr. McGivney’s Birthday

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Did you know that we have a 
Facebook page?  We would like 
to hear your comments about the 

posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  
to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited 
our Website www.kofc14084.org? 
This is constantly being updated with 
different things and is a good source of 
information. We would like to hear from 
you on this as well. Every item that is downloaded on the webpage gives you an 
opportunity to comment and let us know what you think about. Please take the time 
and visit our website. 

Find Us On Facebook

Officer Elections
Welcome your new officers for the 

fraternal year 2017-2018:
• Grand Knight – Bruce Czaja
• Deputy Grand Knight – Guillermo 

Bambach
• Chancellor – Tim Donahue
• Warden – John Columbia
• Treasurer – John Laughman
• Recorder – Paul Spindler
• Advocate – Steve Haines
• Trustee 3 year – John Berrie
• Trustee 2 year – Mark Lovejoy
• Trustee 1 year – Ed Sleyzak

• Inside Guard – Randy Lee
• Outside Guard 1 – Bob Hailey
• Outside Guard 2 – Chris Hollis

Knight of the Month
Scott Huetteman

http://www.kofc14084.org

